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H.216
Introduced by Representatives Pugh of South Burlington and Carr of Brandon

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Telecommunications; FCC Lifeline program; Vermont Lifeline
program; eligibility; benefits; wireline voice service

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to update

Vermont law pertaining to the federal and State Lifeline programs.

An act relating to establishment of the Vermont Lifeline program

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 218(c) is amended to read:

(c)(1) The Public Service Board shall take any action—recluding-the-setting

of telephonerates;enabling necessary to enable the State of Vermont and

telecommunications companies offering service in Vermont to participate in

the Federal Communications Commission telephone Lifeline program and the

Vermont Lifeline program, as described in subdivision (2) of this subsection.
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(2) A person shal-be-eligible-for-the Lifeline-benefitwho-meets-the

mileage-charges who qualifies for participation in the federal Lifeline program

under criteria established by the FCC or other federal law or requlation shall be

eligible to receive a Vermont Lifeline benefit for wireline voice telephone

service. The Vermont Lifeline benefit established under this subdivision shall

be set at an amount not to exceed $4.25, and shall be applied as a supplement
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to a wireline voice benefit received through participation in the federal Lifeline

program. However, in no event shall the aggregate amount of the credits

received through the federal and State benefit programs described in this

subdivision exceed the monthly basic service charge, including any standard

usage and mileage charges.
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: I istst | e dosdline for fil

including-any-standard-usage-and-mileage-charges Companies designated as

Eligible Telecommunications Carriers by the Board shall verify eligibility for

receipt of the Vermont Lifeline benefit in compliance with any applicable

federal law or requlation and seek verification of eligibility with the Vermont

Agency of Human Services.
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shal-be-for-aperiod-of-one-year Persons eligible to receive benefits under the

federal Lifeline program shall receive federal benefits pursuant to applicable

federal law and regqulations adopted by the FCC.

(5)1Repealed:}
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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